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The Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) can be justifiably proud of much of its
accomplishments as a regional organization. Since its founding in 1971, the PIF has
been the major avenue for the small island states of Oceania to assert a collective
voice on major international issues, thereby amplifying their voice and impact. It
has been through the Forum that positions on nuclear testing, climate change,
fisheries, and other security and/or environmental issues have been articulated and
pushed in the international arena. The pattern of cooperation developed among the
countries in Oceania is well established and should provide many lessons for other
regions. On the other hand, the Forum as an example of unrealized potential, of an
organization of endless (and useless) discussion, where talk has replaced action as
the measure of effectiveness. The Forum has refused to take the next step in its
evolution, from regional organization to regional community.

This program will weigh the prospects for the development of a regional
community. It will trace the historical development of cooperation in Oceania and
the evolution of the Forum as an actor in regional and international politics. The
structural and institutional obstacles to the Forum’s development beyond a regional
organization towards a regional community will then be articulated, with some
concluding remarks on the future of the Forum and its potential development.

Keywords: Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), Pacific Way, South Pacific Commission
(SPC), regional cooperation
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