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China’s ‘Soft Power’ Diplomacy toward Africa and Latin America
under Hu Jingtao’s Regime
—A Case Study of Economic and Cultural Diplomacy

Abstract

Since 1955, China follows ‘Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence’ in dealing
with foreign relations with the third world countries. Chinese fourth generation
leaders also follow these principles; however, they are more flexible and practical in
translating these principles into foreign policies. After Hu Jintao taking power, he
promotes the concept of ‘peaceful development’ to neutralize the negative view of
‘China threat theory’ from international society. In designing this strategy, Chinese
leaders absorb the concept of ‘soft power’, which is invented by Joseph Nye, and put
into practice in Chinese foreign policy. This study discusses the implications of
Chinese ‘soft power’ diplomacy and Chinese means to using soft power in Africa and
Latin America. The author argues that though Nye’s definition of ‘soft power’ is
criticizing by many other IR scholars, the concept of ‘soft power’ still can be used to
analyze Chinese ‘soft power’ diplomacy toward Africa and Latin America. In the area
of economic diplomacy, this research finds that China focuses on debt waiving and
economic aids in Africa, and China emphasizes on signing bi-lateral free trade
agreement in Latin America. In the area of cultural diplomacy, this study finds that
Arica and Latin America are not the first priority for Chinese government in
promoting cultural diplomacy now, however, China has been strengthening its efforts

it this policy area gradually.

Keywords: Soft Power, Cultural Diplomacy, Economic Diplomacy, the PRC’s
Foreign Policy, the Third World
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