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Fertility Implication and Estimate of Cohabitation in Taiwan

Chingli Yang
Department of Applied Sociology, Nan-Hua University

ABSTRACT

In most Western countries cohabitation began when marriage rates declined. The marriage
rate in Taiwan is declining while the prevalence of cohabitation is till ambiguous. This paper
clarifies the fertility implication of cohabitation and estimates the number of cohabitation in
Taiwan. Four social and economic forces underlie cohabitation and marriage were discussed.
Three estimates of cohabitation, 67,040, 203,720, and 259,002, which were based on 2
approaches by using the census 2000 data set, were proposed.  Even though the highest estimate,
it is likely to be underestimated amid the Taiwan's background of marriage postponement,
popular pre-marital sex, and higher proportion of leaving parental home. To getting better
cohabitation information, a questionnaire strategy was suggested.

Keywords: cohabitation, fertility, reference person, partner, census
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