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Abstract

During the latest twentieth century the Taiwanese educational system has
undergone remarkable changes and the participation at higher levels of education has
largely increased across generations. Furthermore, a progressive equalization of the
educational achievement of men and women has occurred over cohorts. In the past
few years, even the number of female freshmen of universities/colleges is larger than
male ones. As a result, the conventional assortative mating for women — educational
homogamy and hypergamy, faces a challenge. Using the Survey of Manpower in 1990
and 2000, and the Survey of the Marriage and Employment of Women in 1990, 1993
and 2000, we investigate the implication that progressive educational expansion has
had on the process of marriage formation and assortative mating. The main results are
that: (1) A sex-differentiate development on the proportion of never married has
occurred. For men it increased mostly among less-educated persons while among
higher educated ones for women. (2) The shrinkage of women’s hypergamy resulted
in not only the increase of homogamous marriage but also in downward marriages
with a larger proportion. (3) A glass ceiling of downward marriage seems exit for
women with graduate level of education.

The marriage rate in Taiwan is declining while the prevalence of cohabitation is
still ambiguous. We clarify the fertility implication of cohabitation and estimate the
number of cohabitation in Taiwan. Three estimates of cohabiting persons, 203720,
379776, and 440508, which were based on 2 approaches by using the census 2000
data set, were proposed. Even though the highest estimate, it is likely to be
underestimated amid the Taiwan’s background of marriage postponement, popular
pre-marital sex, and higher proportion of leaving parental home. To getting better

cohabitation information, a questionnaire strategy was suggested.

Key Words: marriage, assortative mating, cohabitation
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2000 40-44

16%
1990 2000

1990

24 93.79 97.46 99.06 99.77 96.78
25-29 53.46 56.18 74.48 85.72 60.25
30-34 22.16 19.94 22.50 29.78 21.56
35-39 9.40 7.54 6.34 6.96 8.25
40-44 5.17 3.74 2.36 2.55 431
45-49 352 2.71 1.46 1.62 3.12
2000

24 93.74 97.61 99.50 99.76 97.58
25-29 63.67 62.76 81.81 93.60 71.65
30-34 40.22 33.70 38.71 45.82 37.37
35-39 23.02 16.36 13.75 17.60 18.16
40-44 11.75 7.43 5.61 5.01 8.80
45-49 7.13 403 312 0.59 5.37
1990

24 69.69 91.48 97.55 100.00 87.18
25-29 13.82 35.15 59.73 79.36 31.38
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40-44 1.24 5.76 10.10 9.42 2.69
2000

24 72.75 90.71 97.78 99.78 91.24
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/ / %*
-15 -93 89 2 - 89
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50-59 -2239 17967 -15080 -647 17967
60-69 -2799 5036 -4470 2233 5036
70+ -7675 -16 -3035 10725 0
-35694 132926 -108009 10775 132942
-15 -63 61 1 1 61 0.0
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50-59 -10718 25615 -8528 -6369 25615 2.7
60-69 -8609 12768 -2436 -1724 12768 1.8
70+ -12399 8992 -2533 5940 8992 1.5
-58573 189888 -116719 -14597 189888 2.2
-94110 322664 -224731 -3823 322830**
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440,508 15 2.5% 15
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15-19 1144 99.22 5 0.43 3 0.26 1 0.09 1153 100
20-29 9583 88.65 709 6.56 514 4.75 4 0.04 10810 100
30-39 6068 54.60 2274 20.46 2725 24.52 47 0.42 11114 100
40-49 2022 24.59 2147 26.11 3935 47.85 119 1.45 8223 100
50-59 500 15.14 999 30.25 1649 49.92 155 4.69 3303 100
60-69 255 17.89 525 36.84 446 31.30 199 13.96 1425 100
70+ 391 28.62 405 29.65 188 13.76 382 27.96 1366 100
19963 53.39 7064 18.89 9460 25.30 907 2.43 37394 100
15-19 1350 95.88 40 2.84 17 1.21 1 0.07 1408 100
20-29 10370 80.22 1212 9.38 1320 10.21 25 0.19 12927 100
30-39 4255 40.55 2369 22.58 3698 35.24 171 1.63 10493 100
40-49 1470 18.23 2063 25.59 3967 49.20 563 6.98 8063 100
50-59 352 12.93 810 29.75 1071 39.33 490 17.99 2723 100
60-69 99 9.12 353 32.53 215 19.82 418 38.53 1085 100
70+ 73 10.50 145 20.86 55 7.91 422 60.72 695 100
17969 48.05 6992 18.70 10343 27.66 2090 5.59 37394 100
37932 50.72 14056 18.79 19803 26.48 2997 4.01 74788 100
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-2 -1 2 Total

1970~1979
10 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.00 0.05
-9~ -5 0.01 0.03 0.15 0.15 0.06 0.02 0.42
-4~ -1 0.10 0.50 2.83 1.92 0.66 0.12 6.13
0~4 0.94 3.60 31.01 15.38 5.73 0.85 57.51
5~9 0.36 2.12 14.48 6.58 2.75 0.35 26.65
10~ 14 0.07 0.58 2.65 0.84 0.33 0.07 4.56
15 0.13 0.49 1.94 1.09 0.72 0.32 4.69
1.61 7.34 53.08 25.98 10.28 1.72 100.00

1980~1989
10 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.03
-9~ -5 0.02 0.09 0.16 0.13 0.07 0.01 0.49
-4~ -1 0.20 1.08 4.03 2.06 0.49 0.04 7.90
0~4 1.21 7.41 33.23 18.72 3.37 0.32 64.27
5~9 0.75 3.44 11.23 6.87 1.20 0.10 23.58
10~ 14 0.17 0.49 1.26 0.60 0.12 0.02 2.66
15 0.13 0.26 0.39 0.20 0.09 0.01 1.07
2.49 12.77 50.32 28.58 5.33 0.50 100.00

1990~2000
10 0.00 0.00 0.03 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.03
-9~ -5 0.00 0.08 0.22 0.14 0.01 0.00 0.46
-4~ -1 0.27 1.10 4.75 1.84 0.26 0.03 8.25
0~4 0.57 8.32 36.22 14.07 1.39 0.04 60.61
5~9 0.50 3.63 13.39 6.12 0.58 0.04 24.25
10~ 14 0.22 1.04 2.00 1.22 0.14 0.05 4.67
15 0.16 0.51 0.75 0.25 0.03 0.01 1.72
1.72 14.69 57.36 23.65 2.42 0.16 100.00

(1970-1980) ~ (1990-2000)

10 0.00 -0.01 0.03 -0.01 -0.02 0.00 -0.02
-9~ -5 -0.01 0.05 0.07 -0.01 -0.05 -0.02 0.04
-4~ -1 0.17 0.60 1.92 -0.07 -0.40 -0.09 212
0~4 -0.37 4.72 5.20 -1.31 -4.34 -0.81 3.10
5~9 0.14 151 -1.09 -0.47 -2.17 -0.31 -2.39
10~ 14 0.15 0.46 -0.65 0.38 -0.19 -0.03 0.12
15 0.03 0.02 -1.19 -0.83 -0.69 -0.30 -2.97
0.11 7.35 4.28 -2.33 -7.86 -1.56 0.00

1990 1993 2000
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