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This project isthe extension of the previous project. From the perspective of
innovation which is becoming the principal character of knowledge of modern
societies, the purpose of this project isto demonstrate the value, meaning, strategy
and the way of the genera education of the classics in university today. Besides the
theoretical exploration, I’ll investigate empirically the general educational curriculum



of Nanhua universitiesin Chaiyi from the viewpoint of cultivating creativity.

The basic thinking of this study is that, from the perspective of sociology of
knowledge, the radical transformation of the character of knowledge in modern
societies will facilitate the tremendous changes of the ideas of university and higher
education. And then, university will become the basis of cultivate talents of
knowledge innovation. Inthetimeof “knowledgeinnovation” ,whichisalso of
post-tradition, post-industry, post-modernity and post-discipline, general education
will plays an important role in modern societies. And it will be achieved only when it
plays beyond negative supplementary role of professional training, and becomes the
base of cultivating creative mind and positive dynamic sources of innovation abilities
which is used for professional and scientific training. This study will examine the
theories of knowledge society, knowledge economy and knowledge management, and
consider four modern current theories of general education : idealism,
progressivism/pragmatism, essentialism, and critical theory/cultural pluralism. We’ll
also examine the insights about the exploration of creativity. After that, we’ll
construct atheoretical framework of innovation-oriented general education. From this
startpoint, one may make a series of elements, estimation and indexes about
cultivating creativity in general curriculum.

In the aspect of empirical analysis, this study will investigate the practical
general education curriculum of the Nanhua universitiesin Chaiyi from the
above-mentioned indexes. In order to practically inquire into the design and
performance of general curriculum in the four universities, and to find the relation of
cultivating creativity and general curriculum, we’ll adopt historical documents
analysis, survey, interview, and focal groups,etc. By the process of research of
two-year period, the prospect of this study isto explor the meaning, dilemma, and
solving way of genera education of the classics in the time of knowledge innovation.
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general education-~ classical education - liberal education~ tacit knowledge - creativity -
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