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Abstract

The community-making movement brings about the potentia for the
transformation of Taiwan's local society, but the new community identification
consolidated in the movement may cause factionalism between various communities.
Such community factionalism will cause a vicious struggle for the resources at the
expense of collaboration with each other.

This project focuses on the Ping-Tung case, including four communities along



the Lin-Bien River. Each of these four communities has gone through a process of
“practice-oriented” public action and a process of “cultural trandation” when
interacting with other non-government organizations from without. The result is that
all of these four communities are made to work.

One of the main findings of this project is that, although each community has
their own distinct cultures, traditional authorities, different ways of classifying
membership, traditional legitimate mobilization, these mechanisms cannot work
beyond the boundary of the community. That is, people cannot transcend their
everyday sense of place within the boundary. So, to set up a new mechanism of
collective action across communities, we must find some “selective incentives’ to
make collaboration possible, such that it will further transform *“community
identification” and “public life.”
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