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Abstract

Social polarization and the role of the state in global cities have been major recent
concerns for urban researchers. Based on theories of global cities and the research on
social polarization within the global cities, this research explores the conditions of single



mother familiesin Taipei City which has been under economic and political restructuring
since the mid-1980s. The analysis discusses the impact of housing policy reforms on
single mothers. The research provides a comparative study that contributes to the theory
on social and political changesin globalizing states and cities.

The project has two major conclusions. (1) The housing policy under the DDP
regime follows the neoliberalist ideology initiated by the KMT administration. There are
three features of housing policies in the neoliberalist era. Firstly, the power of the private
developers has increased their influence on housing policies and housing market.
Secondly, the middle-class peoplein Taipei city suffer the problem of affordability dueto
the housing speculation. The market-led housing policy predominantly aims at assisting
their buying power. Thirdly, the market-led development of housing policies is at the
expense of low-income people in the city. (2) The provision of housing by the state to
single mother families is crucial for their survival. However, the minimum intervention
only aims to maintain the basic living condition of single mothers. The provision of
housing does not intend to fulfill their housing needs and neglect the possibility to
empower single mothers by progressive housing projects.
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